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Press release OceanCare

Sailors shoot at critically endangered Orcas in Spanish waters.
OceanCare calls incident outrageous & unacceptable.

Madrid, Zurich, 19th August 2023: One subpopulation of orcas in southern Europe, known as the
Iberian population have recently become famous because of interactions with vessels that have
left some damaged and a small number have been lost. OceanCare has just learned, by today’s
reports in Spanish media, that the crew of one sailing yacht has recently shot at a group of orcas
in an incident that the organisation finds outrageous and unacceptable. The incident is
reported to have happened on the 17th of August.

“We are outraged by this event of violence against these critically endangered whales. We deplore this
violent response and asks that the media and others to stop describing the behaviour of the orcas
interacting with boats as violent and that the animals are seeking some form of revenge. There is no
evidence for this and it is far more likely that this is a form of play or social behaviour. Painting the
animals as vengeful or evil will only encourage violent responses such as this to them” says Carlos
Bravo, Ocean Policy Expert at OceanCare, based in Madrid.

Mark Simmonds, OceanCare's Director of Science adds: “It is really important that people appreciate
that this behaviour has never been seen before and has only even been exhibited by this one small and
critically endangered population. It is not known from anywhere else in the world and wild orcas have
never been known to directly attack human beings. We are not on their list of prey items.”

The orcas exhibiting this robust behaviour towards boats come from the distinct ‘Iberian
subpopulation’ of less than 50 animals and because of the low number of adults and a low recruitment
rate, this subpopulation is classified as Critically Endangered by the IUCN Red List of Endangered
Species. Itis not known at this time if this violent attack on the orcas has harmed or killed any of them,
but that Spanish authorities have already responded. OceanCare congratulates the Servicio de
Proteccion de la Naturaleza (Nature Protection Service, SEPRONA) of the Guardia Civil for the rapid
identification of the perpetrators of the shooting of a group of orcas in waters near Tarifa (Cadiz) in the
Strait of Gibraltar.

The events that led to SEPRONA's action occurred last Thursday, August 17th in waters near Tarifa
(Cadiz). Thanks to a video recorded by a boat belonging to a whale watching company in the area, it
was possible to document how the crew of a sailboat which was sailing nearby shot several times a
group of killer whales. The SEPRONA investigation was initiated through the internal channels of the
Guardia Civil and through the widespread dissemination of a video in social networks, including
actively by the animal rights party PACMA.

As a result of this, SEPRONA agents located the boat and its occupants in the port of Almerimar (El
Ejido) and searched the boat for pyrotechnical, explosive or any other type of elements which could be
used, but they did not find any more, according to published information.

The Iberian orca population is distinct from other orcas in the Northeast Atlantic and not all of the orcas
in this subpopulation interact with boats.

This Critically Endangered status was decided based on the very number of adult individuals and the
fact that the whales heavily depend on an endangered prey species (the Atlantic Bluefin Tuna). The
population also exhibits very low recruitment (a low number of young individuals) and may be in
decline. Chemical pollution may be negatively affecting their reproduction and, like other whales and
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dolphins in the north-east Atlantic, these animals will be exposed to multiple negative human caused
stressors including noise, marine debris and bycatch. Orca are also listed as a vulnerable species in the
Spanish Catalogue of Endangered Species (CEEA), so any action carried out with the aim of killing,
capturing, chasing or disturbing them is absolutely forbidden.

Several days ago OceanCare had already issued a statement of concern calling on people to act with
caution and respect when encountering the Iberian orcas.
https.//www.oceancare.org/en/stories and news/iberian-orcas-boats/

Further Links:
- Statement by OceanCare: https//www.oceancare.org/en/stories and news/iberian-orcas-
boats/
- Tweet about incident: https./twitter.com/PartidoPACMA/status/1692440270183317960

Media contacts
Nicolas Entrup, Director of International Relations OceanCare, nentrup@oceancare.org, M: +43 660 211
9963.

Carlos Bravo, Ocean Policy Expert at OceanCare Spain, cbravovilla@oceancare.org, M: +34 626 998 241

Mark Simmonds, Director of Science and Marine Mammal expert at OceanCare,
msimmonds@oceancare.org, +44 78096 430 00

About OceanCare

OceanCare is a Swiss non-profit organisation. It was founded in 1989 and has a strong commitment to
realistic and cooperative initiatives. The organisation works at national and international level in the areas
of marine pollution, environmental changes, fisheries, whaling, sealing, captivity of marine mammals and
public education.

OceanCare holds Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations
(ECOSOQ) and is partner of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM), the
Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), and the UNEP/CMS Agreement on the Conservation of
Cetaceans in the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS), as well as
UNEP/MAP. Since 2021, OceanCare is accredited observer to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
and the International Seabed Authority (ISA). The organisation has been an observer at the IWC since
1992. OceanCare has also been accredited as part of the Major Group ‘Science & Technology' to the
United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA), which is the governing body of UNEP and is a part of the
UNEP Global Partnership on Marine Litter. www.oceancare.org
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