
FOUR PAWS publishes a Future Study „COVID-19 and the interconnection between  
human wellbeing, animal welfare, nature and pandemics“ prior to the World Health 
Summit



The COVID-19 pandemic is the most urgent global health crisis at the moment. This is why the World 
Health Summit (24th to 27th October 2021), as one of the world's leading strategic forums for global 
health with leaders from politics, science and medicine, seeks to find solutions on how to deal with 
and prevent future pandemics. The outcome of the World Health Summit will influence decisions for 
the upcoming WHO Special Session, which will decide about a historic Pandemic Treaty.

COVID-19 is a dangerous symptom of an unjust and cruel relationship with animals. 
While the link between animal welfare and increasing pandemic risk is well established 
scientifically, the political will to tackle the root causes is still absent. FOUR PAWS wants to make 
sure that international institutions and national governments recognise animal welfare 
improvements as a crucial part of the COVID-19 response and of the prevention of future 
pandemics, especially in light of the upcoming debate on the Pandemic Treaty.
TheTherefore, FOUR PAWS publishes a Future Study with 29 international experts to create a better 
understanding of how our relationship with animals and nature must change and to support 
decision-makers in leading the way to prevent the next pandemic.

WHY DOES THAT MATTER ?

WHY IS THE WORLD HEALTH SUMMIT IMPORTANT?





The majority of The majority of experts say: Scenario 1 
(symptom control) and Scenario 2 

(Preparedness and Response) are most likely 
(but not effective to prevent future 

pandemics), whereas Scenario 3 (prevention, 
animal welfare is implemented) would be 
most effective to prevent the next pandemic.

MAIN FINDINGS OF THE FUTURE STUDY

If we make animal welfare a central component of 
pandemic prevention plans, it will lower the risk of 
the next pandemic.

The study, which will be published on October 21st by FOUR PAWS, shows the way into a sustainable 
future that benets humans, animals and nature. 29 renowned international experts from several 
disciplines show how real prevention should be done:



COVID-19 is a dangerous symptom of an unjust and cruel relationship with animals. 
While the link between animal welfare and increasing pandemic risk is well established 
scientifically, the political will to tackle the root causes is still absent.  FOUR PAWS wants to make 
sure that international institutions and national governments recognise animal welfare 
improvements as a crucial part of the COVID-19 response and of the prevention of future 
pandemics, especially in light of the upcoming debate on the Pandemic Treaty.
TheTherefore, FOUR PAWS publishes a Future Study with 29 international experts to create a better 
understanding of how our relationship with animals and nature must change and to support 
decision-makers in leading the way to prevent the next pandemic.

POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE FUTURE STUDY
Why politics should act now and make animal welfare a central component of pandemic prevention plans? 

HOW WAS THE STUDY CONDUCTED? WHICH EXPERTS 
CONTRIBUTED IN THE STUDY?
Along with an established Research Institute, FOUR PAWS conducted a study with in-depth 
interviews on the future of human-animal coexistence after COVID-19, with 29 renowned 
international experts from several disciplines, such as virology, human health, veterinary medicine, 
agriculture, climate, economics, law and philosophy. Among the experts are Syra Madad, Helga 
Kromp-Kolb, Renzo Guinto, Mia MacDonald, Rebeca Garcia Pinillos. The experts gave their insights 
and the implications on their field of expertise based on three scenarios of future 
human-animal-nature relationship.  

Global decision-makers are slowly starting to acknowledge the human-animal-nature 
interconnections and are discussing several approaches, such as further exploring the "One Health" 
concept as supported by the OIE, FAO, WHO and UNEP. But as shown in the Future Study, it is crucial 
to accomplish the concept of health by welfare, wellbeing, and conservation aspects as done in the 
"One Welfare" concept. This is an essential element that must be addressed in all pandemic 
prevention strategies. 

Solutions Solutions for dealing with the crisis have also underlined the importance of multilateral efforts, such 
as the potential creation of an international Pandemic Treaty on pandemic prevention, which will be 
discussed at a WHO Special Session in November. While the general direction is favourable, we see 
the risk of a gap: Current deliberations fail to better address the root causes and transmission of 
zoonoses, such as poor animal welfare, and how to minimise the risk of further devastating 
outbreaks. 

The political implications of the Future Study are:
  

We need governments and decision-makers worldwide to make animal welfare a priority so that
we can prevent future pandemics. The "One Welfare" Framework must be incorporated into 
policymaking to not only recognise the interconnections between humans, animals, and 
environmental health, but also to encompass welfare, wellbeing, and conservation aspects.
These are crucial elements that must be addressed in all pandemic prevention strategies
 and laws.

The political response to prevent future pandemics must focus on making our farming and 
agricultural systems more resilient and banning practices that increase the risk of zoonotic 
disease emergence and spread, like the commercial wildlife trade, the dog and cat meat trade 
and fur farming.  



ABOUT FOUR PAWS

FOUR PAWS is the global animal welfare organisation for animals under 
direct human influence, which reveals suffering, rescues animals in need and 
protects them. Founded in 1988 in Vienna by Heli Dungler and friends, the 
organisation advocates for a world where humans treat animals with respect, 
empathy and understanding. The sustainable campaigns and projects of 

FOUR PAWS focus on companion animals including stray dogs and cats, farm 
animals and wild animals – such as bears, big cats and orangutans – kept in 
inappinappropriate conditions as well as in disaster and conflict zones. With offices 
in Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Germany, Kosovo, the Netherlands, 
Switzerland, South Africa, Thailand, Ukraine, the UK, the USA and Vietnam as 
well as sanctuaries for rescued animals in eleven countries, FOUR PAWS 

provides rapid help and long-term solutions.
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