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Helsinn and Mundipharma sign new contract for Palonosetron in Asian countries

06.07.2010 - 11:00 Uhr, Helsinn Healthcare SA

Lugano (ots) - Helsinn's second-generation 5-HT3 RA Al oxi expands
its presence in Asia through the Agreenent signed w th Mindi pharm

Hel si nn Heal thcare SA and Mundi pharma | nternational Corporation
Ltd. announce the signature of a Distribution and Licensi ng Agreenent
for Helsinn's product pal onosetron in Ml esia, Philippines and
Si ngapor e.

Al oxi ® is a second generation 5-HT3 receptor antagoni st which
denpbnstrated a long-lasting action in the prevention of
chenot her apy-i nduced nausea and vomiting (CINV) follow ng therapy in
patients with cancer. A single intravenous dose of pal onosetron (0.25
nmg) provides better protection fromCINV than first-generation 5-HT3
receptor antagonists.

The registration process is expected to start very soon and after
the recent |aunch in Japan, this new inportant Agreenent opens new
perspectives in other countries in the area.

"Wth the signature of this Agreenment a further, significant
nunber of Asian cancer patients will have a new inportant therapeutic
option for the control of this inpairing condition" stated Dr.

Ri ccardo Braglia, Helsinn's Goup CEO "Mindipharma owns a strong
expertise in cancer supportive care and has a highly respected
reputation in the hospital field through its current product
portfolio, in which Aloxi® will play a key conplenentary role" he
concl uded.

Henri k d arbo, Regional Mnagi ng Director for Mndipharm Asia
Pacific said, "Aloxi® represents an inportant advancenent in the
i mprovenent of outcones and the quality of life for patients in
Mal aysi a, the Philippines and Singapore requiring treatnent of
chenot her apy-i nduced nausea and vonmiting (CINV). W are very excited
about the addition of Aloxi® to our product portfolio in Ml aysia,
the Philippines and Singapore."

About Pal onosetron (Al oxi® Onicit® Paloxi®)

Pal onosetron (pal onosetron hydrochloride) is a second generation
5-HT3 Receptor Antagoni st, devel oped for the prevention of
chenot her apy-i nduced nausea and vonmiting (CINV) in patients with
cancer, with a long half-life of 40 hours and at |east 30 tinmes
hi gher receptor binding affinity than currently avail abl e conpounds.
Pal onosetron denonstrates, in clinical trials and clinical practice,
a unique long-lasting action in the prevention of CINV. The product
has shown to be effective in preventing both acute and del ayed CI NV
in patients receiving noderately enetogenic chenotherapy (MEC). A
single intravenous dose of pal onosetron provi des better protection
fromCINV than first-generation 5-HT3 receptor antagonists throughout
a 5-day post-chenot herapy period*. Pal onosetron is contraindicated in
patients known to have hypersensitivity to the drug or any of its
conponents. The nobst conmonly reported adverse reactions in Cl NV
trials with pal onosetron were headache (9 percent) and constipation
(5 percent), and they were simlar to the conparators. Pal onosetron
has been devel oped by the Helsinn Goup in Switzerland and today it
is marketed as Aloxi® Onicit® and Paloxi® in nmore than 50 countries
wor | d-wi de. Pal onosetron, marketed as Aloxi® is the |leading brand in
the USA within the CINV Day of Chenp segnent, and it is steadily
growi ng i n the European markets.

For nmore information about pal onosetron, please visit the website:
www. al oxi . com

*This sentence refers to Mdderately Emetogeni c Chenot herapy (MEC)
setting.
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About Mundi pharma | nternational Corporation Limted

Mundi pharma and its independent associ ated conpanies are privately
owned conpani es and joint ventures covering the world's
pharmaceuti cal markets. The conpanies are dedicated to bringing to
patients with severe and debilitating di seases the benefits of novel
treatment options in fields such as severe pain, oncol ogy,
respiratory disease, anti-septics and | axatives. For nore
infornmation: ww. nundi pharne. asi a

About the Hel sinn Goup

Hel sinn is a privately owned pharmaceutical group with
headquarters in Lugano, Switzerland, and subsidiaries in Ireland and
USA. Hel sinn's uni que business nodel is focused on the |icensing of
pharmaceuti cal s and nedi cal devices in therapeutic niche areas. The
Goup in-licenses early stage new chemical entities, conpletes their
devel opnent fromthe perfornance of pre-clinical/clinical studies and
Cheni stry, Manufacturing and Control (CMC), devel opnent, to the
filing for and attai nment of their market approval worl dw de.

Hel sinn's products are sold directly, through the G oup subsidiaries,
or eventually out-licensed to its network of |ocal marketing and
commercial partners, selected for their deep in-narket know edge and
know how, and assisted and supported with a full range of product and
scientific managenent services, including comrercial, regulatory,
financial, |egal and medi cal nmarketing advice. The active
pharmaceutical ingredients and the finished dosage forns are

manuf actured at Helsinn's cGW facilities in Switzerland and |rel and,
and supplied worldwide to its customers. Helsinn is the worl dw de

i censor of palonosetron and of the original ninmesulide, a
non-steroidal anti-inflammtory drug (NSAID) distributed in nore than
50 countries worldwi de. Helsinn, with a workforce of around 438

enpl oyees in Switzerland, Ireland and USA, reported a 2009 turnover
of over CHF 305.6 mllion (nanagenent accounts), with over 20% of
this turnover invested in R&. Hel sinn covers 85 countries worl dw de.

For nore infornmation about Hel sinn Goup, please visit the
website: ww hel sinn. com
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