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Berlin (ots) - - Problem Likely to Expand to Devel oped Countries - Agricul tural
Productivity G owh Declining - Governments and Businesses Need to Urgently Invest in
Agricul ture In response to the threat of global nalnutrition and foodinsecurity, the
recently established Hunmbol dt Forum for Food and Agriculture has urged the i medi ate adoption
of a five-point plan of action, entitled "Food First". According to the Forum annual
agricultural productivity growmhhas fallen since the 1960s from around four per cent to
about one per cent today, due largely to an ongoing decline in agricultural research
i nvestnment. Meanwhile, the Forum predicts that the price of food will continue to increase;
the world's popul ati on and per capitafood consunption will continue to grow, while |and,
wat er and ot her resources as well as the inpact of global warming will increasinglyconstrain
growm h in gl obal food production. One of the main forces of food prices are the prices for
energy. Therefore, high prices for fossil fuel and other sources of energy will have a direct
i npact onfood prices. Stressing the need for inmediate action, the Forum warned that
theworld's political and business |eaders nust return to the basics andinvest in
agricultural innovation as a key priority, particularlyduring the current global econonic
crisis. Oherwise, the world facesan even nore uncertain future with food shortages likely
to worsenand expand to the devel oped world, leading to increased inflation, political and
econom c instability as well as social unrest. Key recomrendati ons include the
establi shment of an A25 - anlInternational Mnitoring Board; the return of gl obal
agricultural innovation to the political agenda; a renewed commitnent to invest inagriculture
of devel oping countries; the creation of new funding andthe reallocation of existing
resources; and an acknow edgenent that food and bi o-energy can co-exi st. About HFFA The
Hunmbol dt Forum for Food and Agriculture is aleading think tank in global agriculture that
brings together aunique mx of internationally recognised thinkers from science,
civil society and industry. Its goal is to develop scientifically basedpolicy recomendati ons
for the future of global food and agriculture. For further information, please contact:
www. hunbol dtf orum org ots Oigi nal text: Humbol dt Forum for Food and Agricul turelnternet:
www. presseportal . ch Contact: Mathis Brauchbar, Media Rel ations Hunbol dt Forum for Food and
Agricul ture Mobile: +41/79/407' 93' 62 E- Mai | : i nf o@unbol dt f orum org
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