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Whale Watching: Travel industry takes species protection seriously
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Zurich (ots) - Whale watching is a growing trend. MIlions of people put to sea in order
to observe free-sw nm ng whal es anddol phins, with their nunbers increasing each year.
Al'though there isnot yet a quality |abel for whale watching, a uniformeval uation of sel ected
tour operators is now avail able thanks to a pilot project initiated by CceanCare, together
with Kontiki Saga, dur Reisen and Scandi navian Airlines. Practically all countries
bordering on the ocean offer whal ewatching trips. Ever increasing |arge nunbers of
travellers eagerlygrab the opportunity to observe narine mammals in their natural habitat.

I cel and and Norway are preferred European observationlocations, in addition to the nornal
sout hern destinations. Icelandis considered to be the real whale watching center, where
theindustry has seen rapid growth beyond the European average over thepast years. Still,
this touristic onrush to the ocean can becone detrinental to |iving whales and dol phins if it
is not steered responsibly. Many operators that offer whal e watching excursions often |ack
the opti mal know edge required for organizing responsible tours. For this reason, CceanCare,
the Swiss organi zation for the protection of nmari ne mammal s, sought cooperation with Konti ki
Saga, dur Reisen and Scandi navian Airlines (SAS). Thi s cooperation project is ainmed at
eval uating vari ous whal ewatching tour operators in Iceland and Norway based on

uni formcriteria. "Together with the operators offering these trips, our goal is to inprove
whal e wat ching for the benefit of these docile giantsof the sea,"” explains Nele Davignon
fromSAS: "At the sane tine, travellers fromparticipating agencies should be able to profit
fromsust ai nabl e tour offers.” The first such eval uation process of four tour operators

of feri ngwhal e wat chi ng excursi ons has now been conpleted. Six evaluationcategories were
exanmi ned: naintenance of the observation platform customer friendliness, behavior towards
aninal s at sea, environmental | earning opportunities, research activities and

envi ronment al behavior. "Three of the operators carry out very informative andexciting
observation tours that turn into unforgettabl e experiences," states Silvia Frey, from
CceanCare's Whal e Research section. "Sone of themalso help to extend people's know edge
about these aninmals." Al'l ships were in perfect condition and contributed to aconfortable
trip. However, none of the operators adhered fully to thelocal Wale Watchi ng Guidelines,
referring to people's behavior near whal es and dol phins. "This is an inportant aspect, for
they should bedisturbed as little as possible,"” the whale researcher warns: "but all of them
went cl oser than the prescribed distance to the animals, stayed with them | onger than

prescri bed and even downri ght pursuedthem™ Coll aboration is now being sought with the
operators toinprove this situation. Both | van Kéhle from Konti ki Saga and Heidi G ur from
G ur Reisencomented: "As travel agencies involved in this project, we agree toalways
supply our guests with a copy of the Whale Watching Guidelineswith their travel docunents.
In this way they can orient thensel ves beforehand on what is considered acceptabl e behavi or
during suchexcursions.” In addition, COceanCare offers an online platformwheretravellers can
report their positive and critical inpressions of tours. This will allow inprovenents which
benefit both humans andani mals. Plans exist to continually expand the joint project. ots
Originaltext: SASInternet: wwv. presseportal.ch Contact: Qur Reisen: Heidi dur Tel.:

+41/ 61/ 205' 94' 94 E-Mai | : glur@lur.chinternet: ww.glur.ch Konti ki Saga: |van KohleTel.:
+41/ 56/ 203' 66' 56 E- Mai | : ivan. koehl e@ontiki.chlnternet: ww.kontiki.ch OceanCare:

Silvia Frey Tel.: +41/ 79/ 742' 93' 23 E-Mai | : sfrey@ceancare. orglnternet:

www. oceancare. org SAS: Nel e Davi gnon Tel . : +41/ 43/ 210' 26' 96 E- Mui | :

nel e. davi gnon@as. dk | nternet: ww. flysas. ch

Originaltext: SAS Scandinavian Airlines
Dossier de presse: http://www.presseportal.ch/fr/pm/100002753/sas-scandinavian-airlines

Dossier de presse par RSS: http://presseportal.de/rss/pm_100002753.rss2



http://www.presseportal.ch/fr/pm/100002753/100531438/whale-watching-travel-industry-takes-species-protection-seriously
http://www.presseportal.ch/fr/pm/100002753/100531438/whale-watching-travel-industry-takes-species-protection-seriously
http://www.presseportal.ch
mailto:glur@glur.ch\
http://www.glur.ch
mailto:ivan.koehle@kontiki.ch\
http://www.kontiki.ch
mailto:sfrey@oceancare.org\
http://www.oceancare.org
mailto:nele.davignon@sas.dk\
http://www.flysas.ch
http://www.presseportal.ch/fr/pm/100002753/sas-scandinavian-airlines
http://presseportal.de/rss/pm_100002753.rss2

