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Helsinn Healthcare SA

Helsinn announces the offical opening of its new R&D Centre of Excellence in Dublin

01.09.2010 - 11:00 Uhr, Helsinn Healthcare SA

Lugano (ots) - The Mnister for Finance, M. Brian Lenihan T.D.
today performed the official opening of the centre which will play a
significant role in Helsinn group's pipeline of new products.

The Swi ss pharmaceutical group Hel si nn announced the official
openi ng, performed today by the Mnister for Finance, M. Brian
Leni han T.D, of its new R&D Centre of Excellence in Mil huddart, Co.
Dublin. The centre, which will play a significant role in Helsinn
G oup's pipeline of new products including the NK-1 inhibitor
Netupitant for the treatment of enesis due to chenotherapy, and the
novel ghrelin anal ogue Ananorelin for the treatment of cachexia,
i nvol ved an investnment of Euro 13 million, supported by the Irish
Governnent through IDA Ireland. The investnent is expected to create
up to 10 high-val ue research positions over the next few years.

Hel si nn announced its plans to establish the facility in April
2009, and follow ng a successful construction phase the plant is now
ready to comrence operations. The centre will be responsible for
Research & Devel opnent for Oral Solid Dosage (OSD) at the conpany's
Hel si nn Birex Pharnmaceuticals facility at Ml huddart, Dublin, which
currently produces a range of drug products.

The investnent is part of Helsinn's strategic decision to
strengthen its in-house devel opment capability enabling better
control of cost and time in bringing new therapies to patients
wor | dwi de.

During the official opening M. Riccardo Braglia, Chief Executive
O ficer of the Helsinn Group said, "Helsinn is pleased to confirmthe
conpletion of this investnent in our R& Centre on time and in budget
which will be of significant benefit for the future of our
i nternational business, by centralising the devel opnent and
commercialisation of Oral Solid Dosage products for better nanagement
of our resources and flexibility to better serve our partners
wor | dwi de" .

Hel sinn's Irish operation was established in 1990, when it
acquired Birex Pharmaceuticals in Dublin. To-date Hel sinn has
invested a total of over Euro 60 mllion in Ireland and conti nuously
invests inits plants in order to maintain high quality and safety,
to increase overall production capacity and to offer its partners
up-to-date products, technol ogies and services. It now enploys a
total of 145 people at its Hel sinn Birex Pharmaceuticals facility
fromwhich it supplies global nmarkets with a range of products
including its highly successful product Pal onosetron which is
effective for treatnent of chenotherapy-induced nausea and voniting,
as well as N nesulide (anti-inflammatory) and Kl ean- Prep®
(pre-col onoscopy treatnent).

The M nister for Finance, M. Brian Lenihan said, "I am delighted
to officially open Helsinn's Centre of Excellence in Dublin today.
This investnent is highly significant for Ireland as it places
Hel sinn's Irish operation at the centre of Helsinn Goup's worldw de
R&D operations. The Irish Centre of Know edge and Learning for OSD
products will play a pivotal role in facilitating the growth of
Hel sinn's worl dwi de busi ness by acting as a |launch site for new
products within its portfolio. This investnent is a further
endorsenment of lreland as a prime location for highly innovative
conpani es carrying out key strategic activities".

About the Hel sinn G oup
Hel sinn is a privately owned pharmaceutical group with

headquarters in Lugano, Switzerland and subsidiaries in Ireland and
USA. Hel sinn's uni que business nodel is focused on the |icensing of
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pharmaceuti cal s and nedi cal devices in therapeutic niche areas. The
Goup in-licenses early to | ate stage new chenical entities,

conpl etes their devel opnent fromthe performance of pre-
clinical/clinical studies and Chemistry, Mnufacturing and Control
(CMC) devel opnent, to the filing for and attainnment of their market
approval worl dw de.

Hel sinn's products are sold directly, through the G oup
subsidiaries, or alternatively out-licensed to its network of |ocal
mar keting and comercial partners, selected for their deep in-market
know edge and know how, and assisted and supported with a full range
of product and scientific managenent services, including comercial,
regul atory, financial, |egal and medical marketing advice. The active
pharmaceutical ingredients and the finished dosage forns are
manuf actured at Helsinn's cGW facilities in Switzerland and Irel and,
and supplied worldwi de to its customers.

Hel sinn is the worl dwi de Iicensor of palonosetron, a second
generation 5-HT3 receptor antagonist, for the prevention of
chenot her apy-i nduced nausea and vonmiting (CINV) in patients with
cancer and of post-operative nausea and vomting (PONV), and of the
original ninesulide, a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug (NSAID)
distributed in nore than 50 countries worldw de. Helsinn, with a
wor kf orce of around 450 enpl oyees in Switzerland, Ireland and USA,
reported a 2009 turnover of over CHF 305.0 million (about EUR 232.0
mllion at the current conversion exchange rate), covering 85
countries worldw de, with over 20% of this turnover invested in R&D.

For nmore information on the Hel sinn Goup please visit the
website: www. hel sinn.com

About Helsinn in Ireland

Hel sinn has operated in Ireland since 1990 and its Irish
manufacturing facilities are EU certified for nanufacture of
phar maceuti cal products and were successfully inspected by the US
Food and Drug Administration earlier this year. The conpany
manuf act ures and packages the group's products in conpliance with EU,
US FDA and all mmjor international health and environnental
requi renents, thus guaranteeing Helsinn's clients the highest
possi bl e assurance of quality and reliability.
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