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Swiss pharmaceutical industry sets new standards in the protection of laboratory
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The gl obal research-based pharnaceutical conpani es of Switzerland
are setting new standards in aninmal research. In a charter they
conmit to further inproving conditions in aninmal studies and the
protection of l|aboratory aninmals. The aimis to replace as many
ani nal studies as possible, to mininze the nunber of experimental
animal s used and to reduce the stress to which these animals are
exposed. These efforts and objectives apply worl dwi de and are bi nding
on all partner organi zati ons that conduct animal experinents on
behal f of the pharmaceutical industry.

Aninmal legislation in Switzerland is one of the strictest
wor |l dwi de and, in the field of animal experiments and ani nmal
husbandry the research-based pharnmaceutical industry in Swtzerland
al ready neets the highest standards. Now t he nenber conpani es of the
i ndustry association Interpharma are seeking to further inprove and
extend the protection of |aboratory animals w thin their gl obal
sphere of influence. Last week, they declared their comitnent to a
10-poi nt charter.

The mai n objectives of the conpanies: Novartis, Roche, Merck
Serono, Actelion, Bayer Schering Pharna Switzerland, Clag and Vifor
is to replace even nore aninal studies with other nethods, to keep
the nunber of animals used as | ow as possible and to further reduce
the stress to which these aninals are exposed before, during and
after the studies. To this end, the conpanies are planni ng, anongst
other things, to devel op and pronote inproved conti nuous education
and further training of their enployees.

The Swi ss pharnaceutical industry is al so demandi ng additi onal
efforts fromthose conpanies that are contracted to keep animals or
carry out animal studies on behalf of the industry. To ensure that
these intentions are translated into action, the conpanies are al so
seeking to have their progress neasured and nonitored. They pronise
strict internal audit procedures, which will also be applied to their
external research partners, and worl d-w de conpliance with the agreed
standards of aninmal protection. The conpanies are neking a conmitnent
to pronote the devel opnent of evaluation procedures and the
i nspection of their facilities around the world by i ndependent
external organizations. Finally, they want to cultivate and inprove
di al ogue with the public both about aninmal research and ani ma
wel fare. The signatories to the charter will publish an annual report
on progress in the field of aninmal experinents.
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