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Brussel s, May 26, 2010 (ots/PRNewswire) - The first mmjor survey of
European Multiple Sclerosis (M5) nurses revealed that nearly one in
three nurses (31% reported that standards of MsS care are not
adequately naintained in their country. The results of this survey
will be presented for the first time on Friday 28 May, via a live
webcast at the European Ms Pl atform (EMSP) Annual Congress in
Stuttgart, Germany.

The Ms-NEED: European Survey polled 280 Ms nurses in the Czech
Republic, Finland, Gernmany, Italy, Poland and the UK, and found
consi derabl e variations in the availability of specialised training
and education for MS nurses across Europe that could potentially
i npact equality of care for people with M5 across Europe. Overall,
one in five nurses reported that they have not received adequate
training and education to support themin their day-to-day role.

Any Perrin Ross, President of the International O ganization of
Mul tiple Sclerosis Nurses (I OVMSN) said, "The findings from MS-NEED:
Eur opean Survey show how far MS nurses have cone in expanding their
role but also identify further areas for devel opment. A benchmark and
standard for training and certification of M5 nurses across Europe is
needed to ensure equality of health service provision and to inprove
the quality of life of M5 patients and their fanmlies.”

The survey, conducted by the EMSP in cooperation with the | OVSN
and Rehabilitation in M5 (RIMS), the European network of MS centres,
al so highlighted variations in clinical practice, access to support
services such as rehabilitation, and participation in research.

"MS nurses provide critical information, support and advice to M5
patients and their fanmilies throughout the course of this chronic,
di sabling di sease. By providing this specialised, expert service they
can nmake an inportant inpact on the overall quality of life of
patients. It is therefore inportant to recognise M5 nursing as a
speciality within Europe and to find a way to unify, define and
benchnark care provision to avoi d geographical inequalities in
pati ent care" said Professor Hans-Peter Hartung (Professor and
Chai rman, Dept. of Neurol ogy Heinrich-Heine University, Germany).

Hear the results of MsS-NEED: European Survey for the first tinme
and the EMSP, | OVBN and RI M5 recommendations for action on a European
and national |evel by |ogging onto the M5-NEED: European Survey live,
interactive webcast on Friday, 28 My, at 12:30 CET using the
i nfornation bel ow

Pl ease click on the website link: http://vww.ensp. org/ ns-need/

The webcast provides you with a uni que opportunity to | earn about
the data and ask questions, in real-tinme, fromleading gl obal nurse
t hought | eaders.

What is MS?

Mul tiple Sclerosis (MS) is a conplex, chronic, disabling disease.
It affects twice as many wonen as men, and is usually first diagnosed
between the ages of 20 and 40, at a critical stage in adult life with
often considerable fanmly and work responsibilities. To date, no cure
exists. It is estimated that there are nore than 500, 000 people with
Ms in Europe.

European M5 Pl atform (EMSP) represents their interests at the
Eur opean | evel, working with the European bodies on behalf of its 33
national nenber organisations to achieve its goals of high quality &
equitabl e treatnment and support for all citizens suffering from Ms.
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The Ms-NEED: European Survey was conducted by Adel phi
I nternational Research and was supported by an unrestricted
educational grant from Novartis Pharma AG
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